This is not a book written to order, to satisfy the necessity for printing periodically experienced by the brethren of the Row; but is, we find from the author's preface, the 
"My attention having been directed in the year 1835 to the subject of the morbid anatomy of the testis, I have since lost no opportunity of studying the pathological changes to which this organ is liable. My inquiries have been much facilitated by a connexion formed very early in professional life with a large hospital and with a dispensary, which have supplied me with abundant means of acquiring a practical knowledge of the diseases of this important organ. The result of these investigations having furnished facts which appear of some interest and value in relation to certain affections of the testis, but imperfectly understood, and to the treatment generally of the disorders of this part, I have ventured to submit them to the consideration of my professional brethren." (Pref. p. i.) In addition to the practical improvements thus announced, the author's " Researches on the structure of the testis," have led him " to describe certain parts rather differently from other anatomists," and have enabled him " to throw some light on the interesting subject of the descent of the testis." ^Pref. p. ii.) In fact, the present work does not appear as a mere digest of the labours and experience of others, but avowedly professes to augment our anatomical, physiological, pathological, and practical knowledge respecting the organs and the diseases it treats of, and it is our duty to present such an analysis of it to our readers as may enable them to judge of its general character and particular merits.
The Blandin and Cruveilhier, consider that the dartos alone intervenes between the skin and the cremaster, but recognize between the cremaster and the tunica vaginalis, the common fibrous sheath or tunic of the cord and testicle, derived from or continuous with the transversalis fascia. Sir A. Cooper, though he does not mention the last structure, and denies the existence of the dartos, nevertheless agrees with those authors as to the number of parts that may be discriminated by dissection between the skin and the tunica vaginalis;
and he states these to be the cellular tissue of the scrotum, the superficial fascia of the cord, and the cremaster muscle. Velpeau adopts a kind of middle term between these last two views, and enumerates the dartos, the superficial fascia of the cord, the cremaster, and the common tunic of the cord and testicle. We Boyer seems to regard it as a fibrous membrane; Meckel and Sir A. Cooper say it is mere cellular tissue, or in other words deny its existence as a distinct and independent structure ; and Velpeau ingeniously reconciles these discrepancies by saying, that it is indeed cellular membrane, which is however occasionally transformed into true muscle. Some, with Cruveilhier, consider the dartos as single; others describe it as being double, but, so far as we know, all who admit its existence have hitherto agreed that it forms the septum scroti. As to its extent and attachments, some say it is continuous with the superficial fascia, others that it is connected with the aponeurotic structures of the penis and of the perineum; and others again describe it as attached to the rami of the os pubis and ischium.
Mr. Curling's account of the anatomy of the scrotum is somewhat different from any of those which we have thus briefly passed in review. He describes the subcutaneous layers of the scrotum as consisting of the dartos, a large quantity of cellular tissue, the superficial spermatic fascia, and the cremaster muscle. We do not think that this description is accurate.
In the first place, as our author admits the existence of the dartos as a separate structure, we do not know where he finds " the large quantity of cellular tissue" between it and the superficial fascia of the cord, for the only reticular tissue that exists in the scrotum in large quantity, is that which is known as the dartos. A second error, as we think, and a more important one, consists in the omission of any mention of the deep fascia of the cord or common envelope of the cord and testicle, an omission into which Mr. Curling has probably been led by the authority of Sir A. Cooper. We (p. 9.) Descent of the testicle. Mr. Curling has advanced some new views respecting this very interesting and obscure subject, which we shall allow him to explain in his own words. After describing the situation of the testicle in the foetus and the general configuration of the gubernaculum testis, he proceeds thus :
"The lower part of this process (the gubernaculum) passes out of the abdomen at the abdominal ring, and diminishing in substance and spreading, terminates in three processes, each of which has a distinct attachment. The central part and bulk of the gubernaculum is composed of a soft, transparent, gelatinous substance, which, on examination in the microscope, is found to consist of nucleated cells, the primitive cellular tissue: this central mass is surrounded by a layer of well-developed muscular fibres, which may be distinguished by the naked eye, and which can be very distinctly recognized iu the microscope to be composed of ' striped elementary fibres.' These muscular fibres, which may be traced the whole way from the ring to the testis, are surrounded by a layer of the soft elements of the cellular tissue, similar to that composing the central mass; and in the same way as the testis the whole process, except at its posterior part, is invested with peritoneum.
On carefully laying open the inguinal canal, and gently drawing up the gubernaculum, the muscular fibres may be traced to the three processes, which are attached as follows: the external and broadest is connected to Poupart's ligament in the inguinal canal; the middle forms a lengthened band, which escapes at the external abdominal ring, and descends to the bottom of the scrotum, where it joins the dartos ; the internal passes in the direction inwards, and has a firm attachment to the os pubis and sheath of the rectus muscle. Besides these, a number of muscular fibres are reflected from the internal oblique on the front of the gubernaculum. It thus appears that the attachments of the muscle of the gubernaculum, and those of the cremaster in the adult are exactly similar. I have succeeded in tracing out the former before the testis has descended, at different stages of the process, and immediately after its completion ; and of the identity of the two no doubt can be entertained, (pp. 30-1.) In the passage of the testis from the abdomen to the bottom of the scrotum, the gubernaculum, including its peritoneal investment and muscular fibres, undergoes the same change as that which takes place in certain of the rodentia at the access of the season of [Jan. sexual excitement; the muscle of the testis is gradually everted, until, when the transition is completed, it forms a muscular envelope, external to the process of peritoneum, which surrounds the gland and front of the cord. As The origin of gonorrheal orchitis has been referred to metastasis, sympathy, and continuous extension of the inflammation from the urethra to the testicle. This is a point on which we shall find the authorities sadly at variance, and it will be worth while to state a few of the discordant opinions of men of the most deserved eminence and greatest practical reputation.
Dupuytren admits the three modes of origin above enumerated : that by metastasis he considers the most frequent, and says the sudden cessation of the discharge from the urethra, is its pathognomic sign. In [Jan. that is to say, so far as he gives a decided opinion, for he recognizes only the second and third forms of the affection, or that caused by sympathy, and that depending on continuous propagation of the inflammation. As to metastasis he says, "it is extremely questionable whether anything of the kind ever takes place." (p. 264 .) The most frequent cases are those "in which inflammatory action may be gradually traced creeping along the vas deferens to the epidydimis." (p. 264.) 1844.] Spermatic Cord, and Scrotum. We regret that our exhausted space forbids our giving any account of these.
We must, however, direct the reader's attention to the excellent account given of the chimney-siveeper's cancer, in chap, x, which contains several new and interesting particulars well worthy of notice. As the last part occupies little more than fifty pages, it will be seen that we have submitted to our readers a tolerably complete view of the work. The great length to which this article has extended indicates the very favorable opinion we have formed of Mr. Curling's book; for we certainly would not have allowed so much space to an inferior production. The author has not only been happy in the selection of his subject, as a work embracing within a moderate compass all the diseases of the testis and of the scrotum was very * We learn from Mr. Curling, that since the publication of his work on the testis, he has treated three cases of painful varicocele by compression of the vessels applied with the lever-truss. In all three, very decided relief was afforded by this plan, and the patients were able, after a short time, to tolerate the necessary pressure without inconvenience.
One, a copper-smith, has since been able to follow his laborious occupation, which he had been compelled to forego ; and another, a medical assistant, to continue his duties in a standing posture for many hours of the day, without suffering from the disease. Equal benefit has resulted in a fourth case treated iii this manner, by a medical friend of Mr. Curling's. 
